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Coqgunity l{en3al Health Qr KitsilSno

Comm':nity care l'r:r people *ith emotjonal pr":blerns is coming to Kitsil'anO'

Ihe city and the provinci,;1l government have agreecl to cool;c:rate in a ner'r program

of mental health care for greater vancouver. rhu net,i pro8Pan hcires to replace much

of the present hospital treatment r+ith conmurii-ty centerecl facilities'

"Dr. l{u&h Parfitt, a psychiatrist presently r.rorlii.ng uith B'C. Governnent Hone Treat-

nnent Servi-ce, said the program is designed to cut rjown hospital nCmissiona'
trouillirections from Vj.ctoria are to help keep people out of -Rivervi"ewrr, 

he said'
Riverview is the major nental health tacitity- for iire l,ower Mainland and is located

in Essondale 8.C., lt miles Sast of Vancouver'

fhe project is to involve the locating of services in the comnunity so that a

person with ernotional- difficulties need not necessarily ieave his hone' rrl,Ie feel
treatment can be nore effective in a disturbed pel'sonf s ovJn envirorunent 'n'ith a

ninimum of dislocation and a marimun of comrnunity support'r, Dr'. Parfitt saiC.

T'he project wili involve team-work with volunteers and intenested community

nernUirs, psychiatrists, psychologists, volunteers and in-conmon community care

p"og"*u.' ithle donf t ,uat t to be a group of professionals descencing on a

ioldunity. lle want connunity invoivenent. fhere will be a public informati'on
meeting in Kitsilane on Wednesday, May t6ttr at ?:3o p.m. in Kj-tsilano Unitec

;;;;; i49O Uust 2nd Avenue. 1'ft" pt rpose of the meeting vril1 be to e>cplain in

6reater deiail the program and goals oi comnunity care in l4ental ll':alth'

Speakers will be Dr. Parfitt, Barry Cou11 from the l4ental Patients Association

anci Jayce Harvinra social worker fron Kitts House. Suggestions from citizens
of Kitsilano will be welcomed at the meeting'
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