
[a typical letter, following a call, this one to Rick Hansen, an inspiration to me ]   
     
 Feb. 2/99 
msharpe@rick-hansen.ubc.ca 
 
Dear Miranda Sharpe & Rick Hansen,  
 
This is to explain in writing my inquiry.   
 
Wondering if your organization and especially you, Rick, could help to present the documentary 
"When Billy Broke His Head ...and other tales of wonder" at my venue.  
I have a 5 1/2 year old program (encouraged early on by a response from you or at least your 
office, Rick) called Movie Monday which shows movies weekly in the lecture auditorium of our 
local psych hospital. Over the years it has developed into a popular event and around movies we 
often do a little educating, especially around mental illnesses, but also around a whole lot of 
important topics. 
 
 Last week we packed the place for a screening of Kundun, about Tibet, and the wife of the  
Dalai Lama's foreign minister came to speak and to answer questions with an enthralled audience 
for an hour afterwards. In mid Jan. we threw a festival of films on mental illness themes with 
discussions. As described in detail on our web site, Reel Madness Proposal* we've discovered a 
way to, as they say "expand the discourse" - through films.  
 
I have to be careful not to rant on about how effective this combination can be. It's made for 
some incredibly fascinating events. From Awakenings to Dead Man Walking to Children of a 
Lesser God, we've covered a lot of topics and learned a lot. 
 
One of the most compelling docs I've seen in a long time is "When Billy Broke His Head" I 
borrowed a copy from the local  Resource Centre for Independent Living. It was made the hard 
way by a guy who's life was suddenly altered by a head injury. He got so frustrated by the Catch 
22's in his trying to regain his dignity of work and a reasonable life that he started making a film. 
In the course of the hour long result he travels around the States visiting activists who are 
themselves astonishingly handicapped and also incredibly able and effective.  
 
It's a real eye-opener for people - even guys like me - with a war amp Dad and myself somewhat 
handicapped by bowel surgery (and short term memory, bad feet, bad back, and manic 



depression...answers to the name "Lucky"). Billy  rolls down the streets in a van with a driver 
whose arms and head are waving wildly about, who fought hard to get the privilege to drive - 
and who has not had an accident for 8-10 years; visits with a guy who is working for bus access 
from inside an iron lung.... I may not have the details exactly right but anyone who sees this film 
has their perception of people with physical handicaps shifted considerably. It's amazing and a 
classic example of empowerment through media.   
 
So you've got to know about this film.   Golfus, B., & Simpson, D. E. (1995). When Billy 
broke his head...and other tales of wonder. 
[Videotape] Available from Fanlight Productions, 47 Halifax St., Boston 02130  
 
But also I have another motive - Mental illness and physical illness are, by most, considered 
two whole different matters. I've long wanted to bring thinking around by drawing a closer 
understanding that the two challenges require the same kinds of accommodation and can 
be accepted where necessary and recovered from in similar fashion. I'd be pleased to have 
your involvement. You know the value of a big name example to focus attention on an idea - I've 
set out to be the biggest name in Victoria's mental health scene. It would be great to have Rick 
drop by to talk to this film in my theatre!  
 
Thanks for your consideration.  
 
Best Regards, Bruce   
250-595-5977  2033 Chaucer St, Victoria  V8R 1H6 
 


