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“We want to present things in a
way for people to react more posi-
K ) tively to illness,” he says, adding it’s
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okay if filmgoers feel uncomfortable
by what they see. “You want to chal-
lenge their ideas and make them
think but you don’t want to scare
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Saunders is living proof of that. A
onetime psychiatric patient at the Roy-

Bruce Saunders: Challen
need to hear more about recovery, and

their illnesses

abuse. Although Triffo’s bleakly
stylized, edgy and painfully person-
al film has been praised and won
awards, it has also drawn criticism
because of the manipulative, ethical-
ly questionable methods the under-
standably angry filmmaker uses to
portray a well-educated family
man’s regeneration into an abusive,
toothless monster who tried to mur-
der his own mother.

“I hope people don’t walk out or
not engage in discussion,” says
Saunders. “My purpose is to get peo-
ple talking about it constructively.”

The film is being screened Friday
with an updated version of Gordon's
Head, Nanaimo-born poet and film-
maker Clive Holden’s experimental
meditation on a teenager’s reaction
to growing up with a schizophrenic
older brother. Holden is flying in
from Winnipeg to introduce his film.

The features will be preceded by
Pride, a short film about the conse-
quences of racism by native film-
maker Michelle Ryan and Jessica
Salo, a fellow student at the Gulf
Islands Film and Television School.

Reel Madness kicks off tonight
with The Moody Brood, Vancouver-
based filmmaker Lulu Keating’s
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even seem a little corny if it was
made up, but what makes it fascinat-
ing is that it’s a true story.”

Based on personal experience,
the 22-minute film observes the
effects of mental illness on family
and friends through the story of
Emily, an elderly woman with
Alzheimer’s disease who disappears
and shows up at a palliative care
ward just in time (o bid farewell to
her best friend, who is dying of pan-
creatic cancer. In the Oscar-nomi-
nated documentary that accompa-
nies it, a daughter wrestles with the
challenges of caring for a mother
with Alzheimer’s disease who she
doesn’t want to put in a home.

For the closing night presenta-
tion, Saunders is bringing back Van-
couver filmmaker Scott Smith’s
Rollercoaster, which received the
CHUM-TV Award for Best Canadian
First Feature at last year’s Victoria
Independent Film and Video Festival.
It’s a stylish, emotionally involving
and downright chilling drama about a
group of troubled teenagers who plan
to commit suicide at an abandoned
amusement park. The feature will be
preceded by David Birdsell’s Blue, a
short about a boy, a suicidal man and

remembrance of life with 10 sib- car thieves who cross paths in an

Festival unspools showcase of mental health films
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day, his

night’s screening of My Father’s
Angel, writer-director Davor Mar-
janovic’s unsettling and deeply
moving Genie-nominated drama
about the haunting impact of war
atrocities in Sarajevo on two trou-
bled Bosnian families — one Mus-
lim, one Serb — who now live in
Vancouver. Marjanovic will intro-
duce the film that was co-produced
by Saltspring Island’s Mort Ransen.
The director will also lead a work-
shop on making socially relevant
dramas on Sunday at | p.m.

On Sunday, which Saunders
describes as “the relatively quiet
night,” Vancouver filmmaker
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CHOCOLATE v 6:45, 9:10 (PG)
CROUCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON v
(Subtitled) 7:00,9:30 (14A) J
CASTAWAY v 6:30, 9:20 (PG) i
MISS CONGENIALITY v/ 7:15, 9:40 (PG) Ends Tonigh!
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