
What are the chances that a former prostitute of Maori 
descent could be elected a Member of the Parliament of 
New Zealand? Or of any parliament in the world? What if 
that person were also a transsexual? The odds may seem 
insurmountable, but such is the exhilarating story of 
Georgina Beyer as told in "Georgie Girl."

Georgina Beyer, neé George Bertrand, is very likely the first 
transsexual in the world elected to a national office. Even more 
astounding is that she was sent to the New Zealand Parliament by 
a mostly white, rural, conservative constituency that was perfectly 
aware of her background. It's a circumstance that says something 
about the disenchantment of New Zealand's voters with politics-
as-usual, and a lot about the irrepressible politician whom every-
one calls "Georgina."

"Georgie Girl" is both a chronicle of Beyer's daily life as a Mem-
ber of Parliament, and an account of the journey that took her 
from farm boy to cabaret performer to community organizer to 
national leader. As Georgina attends to her political duties, making 
speeches, judging sheep races, meeting constituents, riding in 
parades, it quickly becomes clear why her rural neighbors elected 
her: first, as mayor of Carterton and then in 1999 sending her to 
Wellington as representative of the picturesque Wairarapa dis-
trict, the country's largest. Georgina is eloquent, spontaneous, 
funny, and honest to a fault — the antithesis of the modern par-
liamentary politician. - from http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2003/georgiegirl/Georgina Beyer, Member of 

NZ Parliament, addressing 
the house in 2000, first 
transexual MP in the world! 

Georgina Beyer, Mayor of 
Carterton NZ

George Bertrand as a young 
boy with his mother in the 
early 1960s. Courtesy of 
Georgina Beyer.

Georgina Beyer, 1986

2001 70min  some nudity, language
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Shown at MM with telephone Q&A with Georgie live from NZ!   March 20, 2006


