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CRY ROCK  
(KWANATULHAYC) 

2010 29min PG    
http://www.smayaykila.com/cryrock/

The wild beauty of the Bella Coola Valley blends with vivid wa-
tercolor animation illuminating the role of the Nuxalk oral tra-

dition and the intersection of story, place and culture  
-  and THE SHADOW CATCHER 1974  88min PG 

A documentary about the life and work of American Indian 
ethnographer Edward Curtis, narrated by Patrick Watson, 

Curtis’ letters voiced by Donald Sutherland.    

Here are a couple of films that go together. “Cry Rock” is a 
new film by Writer/Director/Producer Banchi Hanuse  

(Slts’Lani)  about understanding the value of the oral tradi-
tions of Bella Coola Valley elders, about whether to use tech-
nology to record these stories, or better they be learned and 

internalized.  It’s interesting to juxtapose it with a 
36 year old film “The Shadow Catcher”, about Cur-
tis’ monumental life work to record in 

photos, film, and text as much of 
“The Vanishing Race” as possible. 
His record, although controversial, 

remains a seminal account of other-
wise lost knowledge.  
Two different views of 

cultural preservation....
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