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Beautiful Dreamers
A classic Canadian film based on a true 
story, about the evolution of psychiatric 

practice in the late 1800s. Two Canadian 
authors with recent books related to the film. 

Harry Karlinsky is a psychiatrist, director of Van-
couver's Frames of Mind Mental health film series, 

and author of The Evolution of Inanimate 
Objects: the life and works of Thomas Darwin 

(2010). In his  speculative fiction, the son of the fa-
mous “Father of Evolution” ended his days as a pa-

tient in the London Ontario Asylum.

“The erudite and prolific George Fetherling is one 
of Canada’s foremost men of letters” (ABC Book 

World). His most recent work is 
Walt Whitman’s Secret (2010), a study of Amer-
ica’s iconic poet’s life through a devoted assistant 

who worked with 
Whitman through his last years.  Interestingly both 

books are fictions that exploit the conventions of 
non-fiction. 

More interesting still, Whitman had several relatives 
who had psychiatric or developmental problems and 
became long time friend of the superintendent of the 

London Asylum, Dr. R Maurice Bucke. The central 
theme of the film, Beautiful Dreamers, is these two 

men’s meeting and conspiring to humanize practices 
at Bucke’s asylum.

We’ll see the film, our authors will read 
from their books, relate to the film from their areas of 

knowledge, and sign their work. 

George Fetherling 

    Harry Karlinsky  

Thanks  to:

  Colm Feore as Bucke              Rip Torn as Whitman
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