
Michael van den Bos’s VERTIGO presentation / Movie Monday / Victoria, B.C. / Monday 23 Sept 2013 

MICHAEL VAN DEN BOS INTRODUCES ALFRED HITCHOCK’S VERTIGO (1958) 
at MOVIE MONDAY / 6:30 23 September 2013 

by donation    EMP Theatre 1900 Block Fort Street       www.moviemonday.ca 
 

Michael van den Bos, a Vancouver-based film history teacher and film critic, will 
introduce Alfred Hitchcock’s 1958 dizzying masterpiece, VERTIGO.  James Stewart 
plays Scottie Ferguson, an ex-San Francisco police detective forced into early 
retirement because his depilating fear of heights resulted in the death of a police 
officer.  A shipping executive and former college friend asks Scottie to come out of 
retirement and follow his wife, the beautiful Madeleine, played by the haunting 
Kim Novak, who seems to be possessed and wanders San Francisco in a trance.  
While following Madeleine, Scottie saves her from a suicide attempt and soon a 
love affair blooms between the two, which leads Scottie into a vertiginous mystery 
fueled by his dark obsessions. 

VERTIGO is perhaps the most personal and dreamlike of the 50+ feature films 
directed by Alfred Hitchcock, which is even more astonishing because he made it 
within the classic Hollywood studio system.  Although dismissed by critics and the 
public in its original 1958 theatrical release, VERTIGO is now considered a profound 
work of cinematic art that demands frequent viewing in order to probe its deep, 
dark levels.  Every 10 years the British Film Institute’s magazine Sight & Sound takes 
a poll of international film critics for their choice of the 10 best films of all time.  In 
2012, the Sight & Sound poll voted VERTIGO as the greatest film ever made, 
displacing the decades long reign of Orson Welles’s CITIZEN KANE (1941). 

Michael van den Bos will talk about Alfred Hitchcock’s stellar career as the “Master 
of Suspense”, the history of VERTIGO, including Hitchcock’s visual storytelling 
techniques and the themes he explores in that haunting film.  
 

BIO: MICHAEL VAN DEN BOS 
 

Michael van den Bos teaches film theory at the Vancouver Film School and 
animation history at Capilano University in North Vancouver.  For five years, 
Michael taught motion picture history at the Pacific Audio Visual Institute, 
including a course in the history of 20th Century pop music.  Through the 
1980s, ‘90s and early 2000s, Michael worked in the Vancouver animation 
industry as a producer of animated films and TV programming.  Michael is a 
popular live speaker and commentator about classic movies, appearing 
frequently at a variety of special film events and festivals.  Michael is a 
recurring host of Cinema Sunday at Vancouver’s home of essential cinema, The 
Cinematheque, where he introduces classic family films.  For seven years, 
Michael wrote a column about classic films for Vancouver View magazine and 
he currently writes film reviews for his website, Movie Mad:  http://michaelvdb.shawwebspace.ca.   


