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Award-winning Director ALISON REID began her career in film as a 
stunt performer, stunt coordinator and second unit director. After accu-
mulating over 300 credits, she formed Free Spirit Films with a view to 
producing projects diverse in genre but similar in their exploration of 
the human spirit. She made her directorial debut with short film,   
SUCCUBUS, which she also co-wrote and produced. With the support 
of Telefilm Canada, Reid followed up with her feature length comedy,  
THE BABY FORMULA, which had a worldwide, award-winning film  
festival run and sold internationally.

In this lovely documentary we 
follow Dr. Anne Innis Dagg as 
she re-traces the steps of her 
groundbreaking 1956 solo 
journey to South Africa (at 
23) to study giraffes in the 
wild – years before Jane 
Goodall started her work with 
primates.  Director Alison Reid 
weaves through the past and 
present, as Dagg’s journey 
gives us an intimate look into 
the factors cost her her career, 
made her a crusader for 
women’s equality and the 
happy circumstances that 
brought her back to full 
recognition as a pioneering 
"giraffeologist”. If you liked 
Sugarman, and like giraffes 
(who doesn’t), you’ll love this 
film!   83 min 2018 G       
Q&A by telephone with 
Toronto-based filmmaker 
Alison Reid


