











In the real world, things were not
going well for the CIA or for Ewen
Cameron, whose research was tech-
nologically mired in the age of candle
power. His forward planner had him
in Stockholm in 1963, generally
withstanding the world’s adulation.
Instead, he was in the USA delivering
an astonishing paper to the American
Psychopathological Association in
which he disclosed that the research
program which had consumed most of
his professional life was literally
worthless. No satisfying explanation
for Cameron’s radical about face is
known.

The CIA had arrived at Cameron’s
conclusion about his research three
years before he had and in 1960 cut
him loose, as it would soon abandon
its brainwashing/LSD adventure al-
together and resign itself to methods
which were still, alas, state of the art -
behaviourism and torture.

Over the years a handful of
Cameron’s students resigned in
protest over his brutality. A more
typical response was expressed in
1986 by a psychiatrist who had studied
under him:

l]iked Cameron. I had great respect
for the man. Overall, he was a great
benefactor. He gave residents (stu-
dents) a chance to be exposed to a lot
of theories and people and he
produced people to occupy the chairs
of psychiatry all over the country . . .
But how he got there, my God, it was

terrible . . . Psychic driving and long-

term curare were completely horren-
dous. Curare left them immobilized.
They had to listen to the tape ... We
were caught up in the system and
couldn’t do anything but conform . ..
You were up against the most power-
ful man in psychiatry.”

Edited translation: “Cameron was
very good for psychiatrists. He was
disastrous for mental patients, I had
great respect for the man.” The full
quotation, with all its hand-wringing,
says more about the values of contem-
porary psychiatry than it does about
Cameron,

Someone recently observed that
everything seems to have real or sym-
bolic links to free trade. Surprisingly,
Cameron’s tale is rife with them. For
instance, the father of Canadian
psychiatry ‘was neither a Canadian
citizen, a landed immigrant, nor a
resident of Canada. To protect his
American citizenship, he commuted

-for 20 years to his Montreal workplace

from his home in Lake Placid, New
York.

And there’s the covert method
used by the CIA to funnel funds to
Cameron. It unequivocally breached
an existing agreement between
Canada and the US and technically
violated Canadian sovereignty. Tepid
efforts by a succession of Canadian
governments have failed to elicit even
a formal apology from the Americans.

CANADA'’S ROLE

Ottawa’s chief strategy throughout
the ordeal has been to collude with its

pals in Washington while throwing
roadblocks in the path of the quickly
aging Canadian plaintiffs. In 1985,
Tory Justice Minister John Crosbie
commissioned former Conservative
MP George Cooper to provide a one-
man “independent” legal opinion.
Cooper’s report concluded that the
plaintiffs had no grounds against the
CIA, nor against the Canadian
government (the latter was an ounce
of prevention since Canada had con-
tributed more to Cameron’s abattoir
than did the CIA). Cooper advised
the Mulroney government against
supporting the Canadians’ case legal-
ly or financially. Robert Logie, one of
the nine Canadians, called the
Cooper report “nothing more than a
court brief for the CIA.” If that’s what
it was, External Affairs Minister Joe
Clark dutifully proceeded to deliver
its message to Secretary of State
George Shultz in three separate meet-
ings, assuring him that the Canadians
did not have a case and that the CIA
would be vindicated.

Finally, there is Dr. Frederick Grun-
berg, president of the Canadian Psychi-
atric Association (1985-86). Reflect-
ing psychiatry’s loyalties in national
and professional matters, he has agreed
to testify as an expert witness for the
American CIA, against the Canadian
mental patients. If the case ever comes
to trial, an honest judge would toss
Grunberg out of the courtroom on the
grounds that his testimony would likely
violate two oaths. It would certainly vi-
olate the one beginning “I swear by
Apollo. ..”
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