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f the 60 million Valium prescrip-

tions written in 1975, two thirds were for
wemen...among them a disproportionate
number were working class...”’

Mind Control (US)
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till Sane is a hard show. Itis hard to

look at, hard to think about and hard to
write about. In twenty-seven pieces of
sculpture Persimmon Blackbridge and
Sheila Gilhooly tell the story of the three
years Sheila spent in mental hospitals
for being a lesbian. Each of the pieces
consists of one or more clay figures
taken from three basic body casts of
Sheila’'s body. There are thirty-seven
figures taken from these three basic
casts and each of them looks different.
This diversity is achieved by using dif-
ferent parts of the casts, sometimes only
head and upper chest, sometimes only
arms or parts of torsos. Also since each
piece had to be cut up to be fired in the
kiln, the ways they are reassembled has
contributed many different planes and

angles to the figures. Colour and texture
are created by the use of paint, auto
body enamel, melted glass, wire mesh,
plastic netting, sheet metal, spring steel,
ground carborundum and nails.

The pieces are so powerful and so
shocking that they raised many de-
fenses in me as I looked at them. It was
in working my way through these de-
fenses that I found the show to be richly
rewarding. Some of the questions I
threw in the face of the pieces and some
of the answers they led me to are in this
article for people who may not be able
fo see and question this show for
themselves.

The first thing that's hard about this
show is that it smashes the illusion that
only crazy people end up in crazy bins.
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onsistently the poor are drugged

with major Iranquilizers at a rate more than
double that of the general population.”
Health Application Systems and Medi-Cai

Hospital: unladylike behaviour. Photo: Marsha Arbour

Nora D. Randall

Data (US)

We walk around in comfort born of the
illusion that we control what happens to
us by our actions. That myth is shat-
tered. Sheila was not crazy when she
went to see the psychiatrist. She was 19
years old, and involved with her first
woman lover. She was excited about it,
and knew if was what she wanted. Her
lover told her that homosexuals went to
see psychiatrists either to be cured or to
help them deal with any problems of
guilt they might experience by going
against their heterosexual socialisation.
So Sheila went off to the student health
service and confidently announced to
the shrink that she would like help ad-
justing to being gay. She happened (o
see a shrink who classified lesbianism
as a psychoticillness. She put Sheila on
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drugs and into the hospital. It was an ac-
cident. Sheila sometimes says that she
wonders what would have happened if
she had gone to the Tuesday and Thurs-
day shrink and not the Monday and
Wednesday one. She knows another
woman who went to a psychiatrist in the
same year, at the same age with the
saine “problem” and was told not to
worry and so she didn't.,

1t was an act of random institutional
violence. Once caught, lesbians are sub-
jected to "therapeutic programs” aimed
at destroying their sexuality. There are
some protections against this happen-
ing now but only for women who realise
that they need protection from institu-
tions. For women who go to institutions
for help, their fare is a matter of luck.


















































































































