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IIaUI nallt lhe toag black atght of SoctaL Cred,tt ts over! lpbe dawn

of & nev era has arrlved!

tilo loager will' the Socreds block the efforts of dowatrodder: peopJ.e to
lnprove thelr lives. For tbe flnst tine ln B.C. bistory, vie have reaeon

to be hopeful,. Locel, progresslve grouBs ean aow lna*gi.ne novlng forward

to build tbe eonmunlttes we so. d,eslnrateX,y need.

Hhere ve hed. recetrved tgSlfferenee end oppositlon, we ean now extrect

belp' tr{here i+e trad been mad.e to feel lratrntent, i,re ean Eow beglu to parti-
cipate.

The sDF $a poplers party" It ls the onty parby tleat ean nake legltl-
uate c&,aim to representing ordlnary vorklng and pocr people. f*:ts 1ts

flrst cornmitments are not ta plg business aad foreign investors, but to the

aged; the haudj.capped, velfare nothers, chlLdren and the workers of tbls
trlrovlnee.

!{o x in MPA have good. reason to be optrsietlc. The $drelal CredXt

governmen'L treateo uental patiente 3"ike garbagen uolng Rlvenrlew as tbe

duru. Premier Earrett, a soeLal worker ubo has worked, st Rlverylew, knowe

what a sbalo 1t l"s as a "tberaSreuttc" lnstltutlon, lle hss pledged to aboltsh
lt and to decentraLize aental health sery1ees.

Certalnly, uental patlents can expeet chauges for the hetter. gbe questions

forus at this polnt are: !{hat relattonshlp eanMPA have with'the aew govertr-

nent, and what caa we da to eantrlbute to tbe changee?
?rovto'tS|j,DWt!2''- Defore anewer{gg these Euestlons; Let us revlev tbe relatrtonshlp

vhieb bas aLready eteveloped betveen MPA and the I{DF. Unttt very recently
MPA hns f'oLlowed, a more-or-less offleial pollcy of not engagLa6 tn par*lsan
polltics. Beslde tbe alless&1on fnom eucb polltlce uset of ue bsve felt
under 2O years of thc Begnett reglre, tbe declsl.on to be "apoJ.iticaL,, vas
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also based on tbe reallst1c appruleal tbat suSrportlng a partlcular parly

wouLet JeoSurdlee our grants. (lflle 1n ltseLf Ls a emeat on the Bolitlcally

restrietive eUrnnte under Soclal Creillt. )

Whlle r*e lrael agrced not to go to bat publlcl,y for any party, we batl rfx

no obJeetion to qgcqiy,lng party outrryrort. It is slgntfl"cant that only the

$DP took enough luterest in ivlPA t* flad out what $/e lrere dolng and to gl,ve

us tbelr offtcihl backlng" At tbeir Prqvlnelal Csavestloa in May of 19?1,

resolutlons Bere;rassed, ln the Eealth i{orkaMps explleltly suppor-blng MFA.

6he reeotutlons read:
'that the NDP supportl
a) Self-UeLp gropps (*"g., Mental Fattents Assoclatlon) tur the

nental health field.
l) Tbese grclups to, provlde 2h hour, user-contrslled cepters

(ernergency, dron-in, 'social etc.) that would extend but
not encroaeh on extrsttng serqrlees"

e) furafug from governnent for these set:\rl.ces."

Aod at an unofflcf"al LeveJ., i"t is ourpri*lng to note how much c*ntaet

we hsvo lrad uttb NDP ind.ividuals--l-fiArs aRd other prominent, patty members.

Thl.s contact, ve bell-eve, $s tndleatlve of tbe sott of peop!.e vho lead the

parbyr i"€ne electlonm or ao electlon, tbey d.o take an J.ntereet lu grans r*ots

peoplete groups llke ours.

Wheu MPA wae Juat belse forrnded, Dave &rrett suggested we get in tou eb

ryttb Bay Parktne@n. Farklneon, vho le a psychiatrlst, l{!F exr}ild, and long-

atandlng crltl.c of the bgeklrard reatsL hslftn poltcLqa of the Soered,s, oup-

Irorteil MFA fron the outset. fie siote us severel Letters of reecmentlstion

whleh enabXeetr us to obtaln firdclteg, In ldarcb of L9?J. he put a'suceessful

sotion befo:re the $ ctien of Feychlatry to eadorse MP*rs lnltclee.and goalo.

fbl.g endors€Eent greatly belped, us tn establtshlng our ereilthlllty ln or.rr

ear$ etagee.

l{orq lcvl, soeial worker ulth tbe John Eouard $oclety ard aov Burrar dl

MIA, hag referreil eeverolgr of h{E cllente to uE end bag always coopcrated

wlth ue ln seerrrr.ng houslng, rrelfarer Jobs etc. for peopre leaving bospitals
rj
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or prieons.

Ftryl,lls Yoqng, FIIA for Vascouver tlttle Mountala, eat on a emlttee

to uhoa we hasi applle& for a gpant througb tbe Rehabllltatlos Departacnt.

$he argue{ on our behglf stroagly and agalngt eonslderable opSr'osition.

Thanks J.argely to ber efforts r,re d.Id recelve tbe grant, a salary for the

eoorrllnator of tbe crafts progra&.

Rosernary Brown, Burrard MI^A along wltb l{em Levle not Long ago reeoived

an (ancnynous) phone call from a "neighbour" of ours who said that wblle

sbe tbougbt ex-pattents should ltve in tlg coqmunlty, vhe dtdlBrt vant ue

llvlag ls lgg cowlrnlty. Rosemary totd her lt was 9:Il eommtrnJ.ty too.

Mlke Uuselow, MPA farm eoordtnatoru has had, eontact r,:lth Peter Roleton,

MIA for Dewtlney, tlre rLding where our nev fanm ls }$cated.

Itilda Shomaao, ,orho uas unfortunately defeated ln the Polnt Sney ri.ding,

spentanevetllagatthedrop-lpeenterwlt}rherbusbaud'9Phil,pl"ayfng

aad sXagtng B.C. foS"ksongs vhieh they bave been colleeting for alsoet 2O

yearE

It 1s not p6l1ttcall."r irrt.levalt tbat l{DP eandld,ates and ML.A|$ are

peopLe wltb nbon ue cas spend a cmfortable evening talking and oingtrng'

One bLlnke wlth amzeraent to tbink that they anct others like them are ln

po!{er repr"eeentleg g. guch a sltuatlon vas untblnkable r:nder Boetal ,Cre{lt.

Imaglne GagXaI.e{ i-n our livlng roon p}aylng the banjo and singiag "fiau-eluiab

tB a Bus,tt! h
J"IV .i inns yearo WA began !qdr6 i.nching toward, taktng a ilqre

polltlcal stand. We started Poll.tlcs t{lght aeetlngs once a week, l{atural3'y,

once tbe electlon ua6 apu,ounced, we "tregaa dlscusging it. H6 dil'ecovered

tbat aLaost all, of w ubo attendledl the eeetlngs wefe plautng te vote NDF.

Furtber, we agreed ts vork ss a caucus witbtn HPA to canvacs for the $DP;

I
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We drev up a llet of peiltcy dEnEnds (gee lnge of the nerysletter) for

changes ln the aental, bealth fle3d, as{ lnvlted, Rosuoary Bror*n (lCA for Burrard.

vbere the firop-lu eeuter and west enfl rssidegee are Locate6) and Phylf-ts

Young and. Roy Cr'rm!.nge (filSts for Ltttle &{olntain ryhere tb east enil resldsce

ls locate6) to attend tbe Politics Ntgbt meetlgg on August l?th.
Irlth the candtdatee

l{e epent the evening,Oaetlvely di.ecussdng our demands and the l{DP

posttlon sa nentat hoalth J.n general" Se reacbed a strsng, *oase&suE on

tbe need, for cbange and. gn so$e b of the d,lreatlons tt ougbt to take"

Beceuse the Lj.ttle M$ustaJ"n candiitateso^xc&vo were mgging against

exqAttomey Oeneral Peterson and therefore had a ilrore WhtLL battle tlufrm

ill.il Boseuarry Srown and ldornr Levl, we agneed to help c&nvass ln the Llttle
t{ountafa ricting. We distrlbuted. ursre than trCIO0 $DF Leaftets and ere ha34py

to bave had, a bnnd ln d.efeating Feferson and in uaking Ltttle M*nntain an

IIDF rid,lns.
*A i;t-f,,^"'. t^ll^t '"tll nl ,-A t'"5

WJ UeG,ur wi:t,n ;tUe guestlon r:f bow }ffA eas vork vith the gover.unrent

to eontrlbute ts Lqrrovin6 the diseal rentt1 bealtb systen tlr B.B. Sbvl*usly

tbe rrparnusr answers to tlres questicn uill have to be worked out in the rnonths

and yeers aheed. At tbts polnt we ean only sketeh r:ut the rcore genenal

approaches we nlght take.

No one really expected the NDF to f,ors sucb a stroug ugJorlty 6ov€f,1l-

nent, eo mpst of our prev5.ous plans r^rere deelgned w3.th the tbougbt of havfng

Rn uasJmpathetlc government to eoptend nlth. l{ov cr ve bave tobegln re-

thtnklng all of our staategies.

l[he researcb eonmrittee, for exanqple, whleh has just conpleted an 85

pge bni.ef reccmeddiag ehanges tu the Mental Be,llgh.,4et. was ab6ut to

lnitlate a campalgn o$ Bubllc edueatlon on the lssues ra{serl ln tbe brlef.

l
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tle felt thiE course wouLd. be nere frultftiL thna apSroaehiag a d.eaf leglstraturre

to chaage tbe Act. Ii[@ro, hot*ever, tbeile le a reaL chas,ee that tbe brtef can

have aa Lnpact on legtsXa.tive ebauge and tbe feellng is thet htr tbls 1s

where we sbnuldl apply our euergi.es.

AnS eot Juet on 1ega3, tssues, lbut 1n tbe uhole npental" lreatth areat

ve nuet tNgln forrutatj.ng lrcIlcies and, mking recmreadatl'ons wtrtlch are

feaslble. Eeforehand, it vas easy to volee denrands uhen rqe kuel* thay had

c&nE a}nost no cbnnce of }:eXng irylemented. Now our deteands must take into

eceount th* ehange in gonernment aad tbus eonfom to a J.eveL of reality sueh

tbat tbey En$Or can be a$l&x aeted upon'

lb rs lxpo:tant to bear in miad tbat tbe goverrnrent wil"l be looking to

groups Like MFA to par*lclpate ln re-shaplng and bumanlzlng tbe progrsBs

botcbod up by tlre $ocreds, We must take She lnLtiatdve ta meke conerete

proposals rather than simply react to p-over':ament actions. Of eourse, tii:is

shouL& Bclt mean tbat r,re rrork Ln LsolatJ.oul we must, develpp relatloesbtps

ruitb gonernpeut offi.eia}s so thst once we bave rnade our lntt{al Srroposals

ve can eo$aborate nlth the MaataL sealth Braaeh and nth,*r deparbnents

ln Jolntl.y fortulatlng a course of action.

Because tbe government ut3.l be buoy for geveral rnon'bhs elearlng out

the gbosts aud cobrebs l,efb bebi:n& by Bennettl we sbolrXd begln as sooa as

Xnssl.ble anroug or:rsclyes to put together progran BroSrcsals. I suggest we

aet up a l+ or 5 dey eonferegce at or.rr new farn f.n eer3ry Oe3otbr to nake

a start fur thls dtrectton, '

X aLso suggest that, at tbe outset" wd *ndulge tbe grancll"ooe fantasy

tbst lt ls up to us to struature the entJ.re rnentnl haalth systen for B.C.

Otce ve have 3no3.ed. these deLuslone, $e cen descend, as a group to nnore

roaltetLc lerrcle; of Blauatego
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Bk*"rxb
'Ifbis brlngs u5r an obvlolrs note of cautl.on, narelyn thst MPA coultt fall.

lato the trap of blt*ng off nore than r.re can cber+,' Ofire::dnent firndl.ag v3.ll

not easbS.e ua to aaeon1fS.ish nore thaa ue are organizatlonaLly prepared,

to r.md,ertake. 'ft:n{leg is a ne{:€s$ary but not faufflelent esndltLon fsr
n$vlng ahead. It 1s up to us to ensure that we s&t our goaLs ratiler than

1€t tl$n be set by enticiag offers of, gorrernmeut eupXnrt,. I$ a worel, we

must counterbalande our deluslons of graad.eur rxfth equally vaeld delusions

t because tlere are obflous 1lnlts to vhat prcposaS,s $Pi{ ean

tqlleuent does not nean ihnt we csn&ot make recomrendatLcns for o,the{

groulls and egeacles to undertake" MPAr-a$ a SrouFr ought to press f'or
ftftrnnn^'t

ersetion of and repreoentaticn {eomitteee geared. Snsnrx towar{ revLevlng

and eetablishing pollcies ln the entLre ephere ef nental heattb.

T.e tbe'&rea of d"aycare, for er"am5rl.e, it ts vell knovn tbatml rsany,

qs#y:r dnny }toilaa suffer esetlonel breakdsvns lsrgely }:ecsuse they have

no help vith the:.r ki*s, lihl.le I{PA nay not be organtaatlonally prcupxrre* .

r€sity to Eet up daycare eeaters, ve ought to be involved, in eneurl.ng

tlat child eare Brovlsione are made an eseentla} facet of provlnclal

nnn*ilL heaLth pro€fexos,

As we kg,ov from our ovn, exgnnlescel the ar"ea of cr{s{s serrll.ces ls
/uecs/

asother oue that d.estrnrately need.s streagtheslng. Crisls uork ls iee*ffuerrt

and, costl"y--tep of tbe reasons ns effectl'rrc prograws are tn ofdrat!:n.

Yet lf cuch programs c}id exist, if genulne hekr (ggF *n a boepltal ercrgeney

var€ or on a telephene) .*ere arrallab}.e ln the eerlry stages of crlslsl hov

Bfl,ay peopl* 't ould k saved from the doiannard spirml, whieh eveatuall.y results

l"n even eostller b,o*pltaLinatlon? Agatn, PIP* cannot begin to wet the crluls

need,e of th provlnce, but ue caa par"tlcl$ate tn establLsb{Fg lnllcies
whlcb w111.

l
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,Bhtld care and ss crlsls senlcee are onlry tvo of uaqy lsor;es $bicb

requLre rrgent;aad thougbtful coas!.deratim, Other3 arel aftcfsrGr erypLoJ-

nelt discr{:nlnati.onr, pr*blle educatlon, emuntty lntegpt{oa' pet,lcnt*particl-

patLon, de-Frofessfona!.lzation, legal al.d progransp etc, €tc, He,ehCI€d be

dlscusslqg aLL of tbese toplcs and. others wlth the gsal of, dtevislng feaslble

and effectlve Fnogra&s for p*ople vho are belng driveu cs&ay hy the ing.urnan

csn0itLons ef :"lfe Ln B.e,
NattW-----The polnt I nost vant to ftake ts\ thnt we lu llPA must begln to tbink uot

crdb of lsBmvtps the lirreu of our gOO gore or lees aatlne a*eliberfi, brrt alee

of prupo*lag ldeas wblch wi.ll belp tbe thousnsde of 1s'prnt,i"eats and, the

teas of thoussrid.s of out4ratlents, eSf.fatiente a${ others being driven

qutet.Ly rnad in thlo provinee.

fhe I{DF vi'otory makes the.-=,e goal"* tnfin*tety nsr€ possl-bte than they

weve under Socl"aL Credit. I\trors that the Jubit"ation o?sr tbe xte*fm eleetion

ts dlylng {ovn, lt te tlme for us to g$t d,ovn to t}re bard r+srk of lurtfc{patlag
wlth goverument in dea5.gnlng prograns which $lS.L uoeantngfully attack the

sourceg aad syuptoue *f h,mas 61sery.


